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From Ireland, Dr. Douglas Hyde expresses his hope that "as the evidence is
drawn direct from the sources, and as the narrative covers a wider area than any one
English historian has attempted for that especial time," this "Elizabethan England" will
gradually become " known and read in all the civilised world wherever history is sought
and cherished."1 Meanwhile, to all sympathisers who have aided or may yet aid me in
this "voluntary homage to Truth," I send my salutation and greeting.
Since setting up in type the foregoing pages, and most of Vol. V, it is reported
that the Marques de Castel Bravo, C.B.E. (better known as Alvaro Alcala-Galiano), and
the Librarian of the Escorial (quoted, p. 185), were both among the many eminent and
patriotic Spaniards who have perished tragically in Madrid. Also the Duque de Veragua,
representing Christopher Columbus (E.E., Vol. IV, p. 238). Upon the disaster to the
Palacio de Liria, see Vol. V, p. 304, note. In a later volume it will be specified which
items have survived of the Spanish portraits, frescoes, tapestry, armour, MSS., &c., Sec.,
reproduced in Volumes I to V of " Elizabethan England," from Liria, the Prado Gallery,
the Escorial, and other renowned collections.
In 1931 the editor of the Hakluyt Society's Vol. LXXI (Ser: ii, p. x), dating from
Seville, rebuked " British historians for failure to consult Spanish sources. ..." Prior to
the accession of Alfonso XII it was not easy for foreigners to study Spanish MSS.
(see E.E., Vol. I, p. 156). But under that King, and the Queen Regent Maria Cristina,
and Alfonso XIII, there has been a crescendo of progress in appreciation of (and facilities
for examining) the hereditary treasures: many of which were lent to the Barcelona
Exhibition in 1929-30 (including documents now first published, pp. 186, 199-203).
Though at the time of going to press, it is not possible to compute the extent of
destruction, and loss of antiquitites which all the wars of the past had spared, the subscribers
to this History, most of whom sent in their names in 1929-30, will recognise that the
recent misfortunes of Spain give the publication an enhanced significance, For there can
be little doubt that the wreckage of long-treasured works of art and architecture, and of
unique MSS., will evoke from 'cultured and sober minds, all over the world, emotions far
other than the destroyers anticipated.
28th November, 1936.	e.m.t.
lc'A New History: Spain and England, 1553-1583," article by Douglas Hyde, L.L.D., LittD.,
(commenting on Vols. I—IV of Elizabethan England). See " Studies," Vol. XXTV, No. 95, Sep:
1935. (A Quarterly Review: Dublin; London; Melbourne; and St. Louis, U.S.A.) pp. 487-490.

